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Topic

Research Integrity

valid methods, data and results avoiding 
scientific misconduct (the so called FFP)

Fabrication
Falsification
Plagiarism



EU level
European Code of Conduct for Research Integrity (2011, 2017)

ESF: European Science Foundation
ALLEA: ALL European Academies

Principles of integrity in scientific research



Research Integrity: definitions ALLEA (2011)

Research misconduct means fabrication, falsification, or 
plagiarism in proposing, performing, or reviewing research, or 
in reporting research results.

(a) Fabrication is making up data or results and recording or 
reporting them.

(b) Falsification is manipulating research materials, 
equipment, or processes, or changing or omitting data or 
results such that the research is not accurately represented in 
the research record.

(c) Plagiarism is the appropriation of another person's ideas, 
processes, results, or words without giving appropriate credit.



Research Integrity: definitions ALLEA (2017)

Research misconduct is traditionally defined as fabrication, 
falsification, or plagiarism (the so-called FFP categorisation) in 
proposing, performing, or reviewing research, or in reporting 
research results: 

• Fabrication is making up results and recording them as if 
they were real. 

• Falsification is manipulating research materials, equipment 
or processes or changing, omitting or suppressing data or 
results without justification. 

• Plagiarism is using other people’s work and ideas without 
giving proper credit to the original source, thus violating the 
rights of the original author(s) to their intellectual outputs. 



EU level
European Code of Conduct

for Research Integrity

(ESF/ALLEA: 2017: 6-7)

2.6 Collaborative Working
• All partners in research collaborations
take responsibility for the integrity of the
research.
• All partners in research collaborations
agree at the outset on the goals of the research
and on the process for communicating their
research as transparently and openly as
possible.
• All partners formally agree at the start
of their collaboration on expectations and standards 
concerning research integrity, on the laws and 
regulations that will apply, on protection of the 
intellectual property of collaborators, and on 
procedures for handling conflicts and possible cases 
of misconduct. 
• All partners in research collaborations are 
properly informed and consulted about submissions 
for publication of the research results. 



Global

Global level

• World Conference on Research Integrity (WCRI)

• 2007 Lisbon

• 2010 Singapore

• 2013 Montreal

• 2014 Rio de Janeiro

• 2017 Amsterdam

• 2019 Hong Kong

Singapore Statement on Research Integrity





Inter-institutional collaboration

But this is not what the presentation is about

How did Flemish Universities implement these regulations?

Based on Inter-institutional collaboration

Three cases
- Flemish Interuniversity Council (VLIR) (platform interuniversity collaboration)

- Research Foundation Flanders (FWO) (Flemish funding organization)

- Flemish commission on scientific research (VCWI) (second opinion sc. misconduct)



Case 1: Flemish Interuniversity Council (VLIR) 









Case 2: Flemish Interuniversity Council (VLIR) Flemish funding organization                               )









Research Ethics
Informed consent: Does the proposal involve 
❑children?
❑patients or persons not able to give consent?
❑adult healthy volunteers?
❑human genetic material?
❑human biological samples?
❑human data collection?

Research on human embryo / foetus: Does the proposal involve 
❑human embryos?
❑human foetal tissue or cells?
❑human embryonic stem cells?



Research Ethics
Privacy: Does the proposal involve 
❑ processing of genetic information or personal data (e.g. health, 

sexual lifestyle, ethnicity, political opinion, religious or philosophical 
conviction)?

❑ tracking the location or observation of people?

Research on animals: Does the proposal involve research on animals?
Are those animals 
❑ transgenic small laboratory animals?
❑ transgenic farm animals?
❑ cloned farm animals?
❑ non-human primates?

Research involving developing countries
❑ Do you make use of local resources?
❑ Is there benefit to the local community?



Research Ethics
Dual use: Does the proposal involve 
❑ direct military application?
❑ the potential for terrorist abuse?

ICT implants: Does the proposal involve 
❑ clinical trials of ICT implants?





Case 3: Flemish commission on scientific research (VCWI)

• Vlaamse Commissie wetenschappelijke integriteit (VCWI)

• VCWI was founded in 2014

• Its role: 

• advise on scientific integrity in general 

• second opinions on concrete cases
all cases first go to the university commission on 
scientific research (CWI)



• Flemish commission on scientific research (VCWI) 
Members:
• 1 chair (eldest of scientific members)

• Different disciplines: 3 members from 
• Positive and applied sciences

• Biomedical sciences

• Human and social sciences

• 1 member for legal advice (without a vote)

• 1 secretary (without a vote)

• Parity amongst 5 Flemish Universities

• Members are appointed for 4 years; term once renewable 



Scientific integrity: 

University level (autonomy)
• All Flemish universities have specialized commissions for 

the protection of scientific integrity. 

• Procedures are described at PhD regulations

• Universities have a charter on ethics and scientific 
integrity (providing all information how the institution is 
dealing with these issues)

• Based on Inter-institutional collaboration 
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